GLENKENS

Glenkens & District Trust (SC042489)
Report from meeting — February 2026

Reports from all our meetings can be found on this page of our website
under the heading ‘Summaries of our Board Meetings’

Closing date for applications into the next round of open grant making is 11
March 2026

We met via Teams on 3 February for a Trustee meeting. The focus of the evening was to
approve the documents for our Annual General Meeting, update on recent developments
and review key monitoring reports and budget and plan for the future.

Trustees

We noted the appointment by Balmaclellan Community Council of Lynn Stewart as their
Trustee to succeed Denise McDonald Kiernan. We thanked Denise for all her hard work and
commitment to GDT and wished her all the best for the future.

Annual General Meeting

We held a short meeting in January to approve the Annual Report and Accounts which can
be found here:

GDT Annual Report and Accounts 2024-2025

At this meeting we approved the Notice of AGM for 3 March 2026 which will be circulated
shortly. As well as our usual business we are also proposing a change to our Purpose as we
reported from our last meeting. The Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator has approved
the change, and we are now seeking approval of our Members at the AGM.

As well as the formal business we will provide an update on how the funding has been
utilised and how the policy and guidance around community benefit arrangements is
evolving and how it may impact on our community. We always find the discussions at the
AGM helpful as we evolve to meet the changing demands of us and our community.


https://www.glenkenstrust.org.uk/gdt-corporate-information
https://www.glenkenstrust.org.uk/gdt-corporate-information
https://www.glenkenstrust.org.uk/_files/ugd/a7a70d_7cce306d58f2474d976f83bc5b70abc7.pdf

Update

Blackcraig Wind Farm (Scotland) Ltd finally responded to our request to increase their fund
contribution in line with inflation. While they were not prepared to do this, they have
agreed that they will pay Foundation Scotland fees directly. This means that the available
monies for the Glenkens & District Community Fund will increase by £13, 255 to £264,500
per annum. This additional money is expected shortly and will be available in this fund year.

Fiona Smith, as Chair, continues to engage with the numerous developers in the area with a
view to ensuring that, as the developments progress, community benefit monies are paid,
and the community remains at the heart of the decision making on their utilisation.
Discussions on the terms of a Memorandum of Understanding with some of them are under
way ,as previously reported. However, until the outcome of the Judicial Review on the
proposed new transmission line between Kendoon and Tongland is known, the timing and
likelihood of developments is uncertain.

She also continues to monitor and engage with the Scottish Government and the UK
Department of Energy Security and Net Zero on their work on the Good Practice Principles
and the mandating of community benefit arrangements respectively and publications on
both these topics are expected soon.

South of Scotland Enterprise are currently consulting on a proposal for a South of Scotland
Standard for onshore wind community benefits at , SoSE Standard Consultation and we
discussed our proposed response at the meeting. The areas covered are similar to those
addressed in other consultations so we will make clear that we are responding both for GDT
but also after discussion over the last few years with our members and the wider
community.

For interest we thought you might be interested in a recent publication, by Sustainability
First, of Community Principles for Effective Engagement that has just been issued for
transmission developments. It can be seen at Community Principles for Effective

Engagement

We have still not received any information on the amount of community benefits if
Kendoon-Tongland goes ahead.

Funding, Awards and Budget

We reviewed the financial statements for the Glenkens & District Community Fund and the
Education and Training Fund and the budget for the remainder of the fund year.

We also spent some time discussing the Grant Award Report prepared by Foundation
Scotland. Of particular interest are the End of Grant reports from successful applicants
which give us very valuable insight into how the monies are utilised and the difference they
make. These were for both funds and we thank the grantees for taking the time to provide
this feedback. We were pleased by the range of support the E & T Fund is providing for
individuals and the evidence that this money is making a difference to them.


https://www.southofscotlandenterprise.com/news/southscotland-standard
https://sustainabilityfirst.org.uk/publications/project-research-reports/people-power-best-practice-engagement-with-communities-most-affected-by-electricity-grid-developments/
https://sustainabilityfirst.org.uk/publications/project-research-reports/people-power-best-practice-engagement-with-communities-most-affected-by-electricity-grid-developments/

We issued a Press Release in January in relation to the award made to support the Glenkens
Hub and the Public Spaces Network. It can be found Glenkens Press Release. We thank
Greencoat and Carsphairn Renewable Energy Fund for making this possible.

As reported Foundation Scotland is carrying out a Fund Review and also coordinating
information requests with the ongoing review of the Glenkens & District Community Action
Plan. This is an important task to inform future arrangements, so we thank everyone for
their contribution. The Fund Review will be published in the summer.

Celebratory event

Arrangements are well in hand for this event on 26 February and we are hoping that it will
be an enjoyable and insightful day. It gives us all an opportunity to understand and
celebrate the difference community benefit monies have made. We have invited MSPs, our
MP, Elected Members, developers and representatives of the community benefit team in
the Scottish Government to demonstrate how we as a wider community have effectively
worked together.

We have set up a webpage on GDT Celebratory Event where you can access information and
we will add to it so we have a record of what our community groups have achieved.

Succession Planning

The process to appoint a new Chair to succeed Fiona Smith, who reaches the end of her
term of office in November, is now underway. Information on the Role profile can be found
here Chair Recruitment Pack. This is an extremely interesting role so please contact us if you
want to find out more about it or to apply. We are starting the process now so we can have
an effective transition by having a Chair designate for a period of time before Fiona steps
down.

We also, currently, have another vacancy for an independent trustee and are looking for
someone with finance experience. As we get more funds having robust financial controls is
important, so we feel now is the time to strengthen this area on the board. Information can
be found here Trustee Pack

Awards between meetings
None
Areas of focus over the next quarter

We will hold a Celebratory Event which is enjoyed by everyone and ensure that there is a
record of what has been achieved by our community groups.

We will continue to monitor the policy developments and engage with relevant parties to
ensure that the community voice is heard.

We will appoint a new Chair designate and an additional Independent Trustee with financial
expertise.


https://www.foundationscotland.org.uk/about-us/our-news/ps18000-funding-award-supports-vital-glenkens-community-projects
https://www.glenkenstrust.org.uk/news-1/join-the-glenkens-and-district-trust-to-celebrate-seven-years-of-community-benefit-funding!
https://www.glenkenstrust.org.uk/news-1/glenkens-%26-district-trust-is-seeking-a-new-chair
https://a98c3763-6ada-46cc-a0cd-ac79851054b6.usrfiles.com/ugd/a7a70d_d995d08ec44f485eb7edc08636c8b309.pdf

We will continue to actively engage with the numerous developers in the area and maintain
up to date information on their status and develop our plans to address this and seek to get
them to enter into Memorandum of Agreements for their developments.



