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Glenkens & District Trust (SC042489)  

Report from mee>ng – July 2026 

Reports from all our mee>ngs can be found on this page of our website 
under the heading ‘Summaries of our Board Mee>ngs’  

Closing date for applica>ons into the next round of open grant making is 16 
September 2026 

We met on 29 July for a hybrid Trustee Mee9ng.  The focus of the evening was on 
governance issues, monitoring ongoing delivery and reviewing the budget for the coming 
Fund Year. 

Trustees 

We s9ll have a vacant posi9on for an Independent Trustee.   As previously reported we 
would like this person to bring exper9se in financial maHers to supplement the current skills 
on the board.   This is a great opportunity either for someone who wants to use the skills 
they have acquired over the years or for a younger person to get some experience in 
overseeing the accoun9ng and financial maHers. This important as our fund grows   
Informa9on on this can be found on our website (hHps://www.glenkenstrust.org.uk/get-
involved). 

Update 

Local issues 

There is liHle to update on in rela9on to future developments as we s9ll await the outcome 
of the appeal proceedings to the Inner House of the Court of Session by Galloway against 
Pylons of the Judicial Review of the s.37 consents for the Kendoon to Tongland overhead 
transmission line.   As reported this is leading to further delay and uncertainty in rela9on to 
the 9ming of the wind farm developments who are dependent on this transmission 
reinforcement which makes planning for the future more difficult  

Fiona Smith, as Chair, con9nues to engage with the numerous developers in the area to 
understand the implica9ons of this appeal and the status of their projects but this is unlikely 
to become clearer in the short to medium term.   

https://www.glenkenstrust.org.uk/gdt-corporate-information
https://www.glenkenstrust.org.uk/gdt-corporate-information
https://www.glenkenstrust.org.uk/get-involved
https://www.glenkenstrust.org.uk/get-involved
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She, with Andrew McConnell, the Chief Execu9ve of Glenkens Community & Art Trust has 
set up quarterly calls with the developers in the area to update them on what is happening 
in the wider Glenkens.  The key topic from the last call was to update them on the recent 
awards by GDT and also the work being done to refresh the Glenkens & District Community 
Ac9on Plan.  

Building on the successful Celebra9on Event we have commissioned Becca Nelson to 
produce a video se_ng out informa9on on the journey we have been on and the impact on 
the community of this fund. This should be available in early September. 

Working with Founda9on Scotland and South of Scotland Enterprise we recently hosted an 
event in The Smiddy in Balmaclellan.   The idea we wanted to explore was whether there 
was appetite for organisations carrying out similar activities in Galloway and Upper 
Nithsdale as GDT to come together and share learning and experience for the benefit of us 
all and, more importantly, the people in our communities.  The first meeting discussed how 
community benefit funds are making a difference, what we had individually and collectively 
learned and questions for the future.  It was a very positive and constructive meeting and 
there was support for this to continue. 

  
Policy issues 

The new Good Prac9ce Principles are s9ll expected to be published later in the year, and the 
Chair is part of the Onshore Wind Advisory Group which is a keyway the Sco_sh 
Government consults with community members and organisa9ons. 

Fiona also con9nues to monitor the UK Department of Energy Security and Net Zero in 
rela9on to their thoughts/policy on the manda9ng of community benefit arrangements.   

How Sco_sh Power Energy Networks intend to approach the community benefit 
arrangements for transmission works is s9ll unclear and we con9nue to seek more clarity. 

Funding, Awards and Budget 

We reviewed reports prepared by Founda9on Scotland se_ng out informa9on on the 
current posi9on on awards and funding and the monitoring reports received on awards 
made.  We find the laHer really interes9ng and it mo9vates us to do the best job possible 
with the fund.  We par9cularly welcome the 9me that goes into preparing the monitoring 
report, primarily from volunteers.   It is a great source of inspira9on on what this community 
does but also the openness in sharing what went well as well as not so well helps us all 
learn. 

Acer the video men9oned above is completed, we will focus on how we beHer 
communicate what the fund supports and the work that our various groups across the area 
do.  This will both celebrate what is achieved as well as inspire others to develop projects. 

Our budget for the funding year star9ng on 1 June is based on the sums we have already 
received from Blackcraig and Windy Rig Wind Farms and also the addi9onal monies from 
Benbrack Wind Farm that come into payment during the fund year.    This totals £438,188 
made up as follows. 
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Blackcraig Wind Farm   £264,500 

Windy Rig Wind    £ 61, 855 

Benbrack Wind Farm    £111,833 

We agreed that suppor9ng the Educa9on and Training Fund, our key anchor organisa9ons 
and key Community Ac9on Plan projects con9nue to be important and allocated monies in 
the budget to cover these.  We also allocated the monies for the Community Council Small 
Grants and these monies will be processed in early August 

As discussed at the AGM we are carrying out a detailed Fund Review which is due to report 
in September.  In addi9on, the Glenkens & District Community Ac9on Plan is currently being 
refreshed.  Both documents will be fundamental components of our Fund Strategy for the 
future.  We are planning a detailed session to discuss this in late September with a view to 
approving and publishing a new Fund Strategy towards the end of the year.   

Applica9ons for the current open grant making round need to be with us by 16 September.  
Sam Bramwell of Founda9on Scotland is available on sam@founda9onscotland.org.uk if you 
are aware of any groups who would like guidance on a poten9al applica9on and we 
encourage early engagement and discussion.  We have allocated a similar amount to this 
open grant making round as in previous years. 

As reported in our last mee9ng we have been considering how best to support parity of 
treatment across our schools and one of the topics, we have given early aHen9on to is 
transport. In line with our approach to base decisions on good evidence and research we 
agreed an award of £1,500 to Glenkens Community & Arts Trust to carry out research to 
understand the need/demand and poten9al delivery models.   

Governance Issues 

We carried out our annual review of all our key governance documents which required 
minimal change.  The only material change was to our procurement policy where we aligned 
this with the approach taken in the Fund Strategy 

Awards between mee?ngs 

We confirmed an anchor award of £10,000, to Moniaive Ini9a9ve, as a core contribu9on to 
support its investment in people, systems and development, equipping it to beHer serve its 
communi9es during 2026. 

Areas of focus over the next quarter   

We will con9nue to monitor the policy developments and engage with relevant par9es to 
ensure that the community voice is heard. 

Founda9on Scotland will finalise the Fund Review and we will then use it and the CAP 
Review to inform our Fund Strategy. 

We will review our arrangement for communica9ons about what is achieved from the 
community benefits monies in our area. 

mailto:sam@foundationscotland.org.uk
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We will con9nue to ac9vely engage with the numerous developers in the area and maintain 
up to date informa9on on their status and develop our plans to address this and seek to get 
them to enter into Memorandum of Agreements for their developments. 


